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N&r de sovjetiska 
trupperna retirerade 
frdn Afghanistan 1989 
Idmnade de efter sig ett 
minerat helvete. Varje 
dag lemldstas 25 
mdnniskor, 

/ det inbdrdeskrig som 
fbljde pd ockupationen 
har huvudstaden Kabul 
Jorvandlats till en 
ruinhog. Men livet gar 
vidare. Pd De Tusen 
Matthandlamas 
GatcL fortsdtter ndgot 
slags fmtSeL 
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FrontoQ ligger i dag soder om Kabul. De 
standiga granatattackema Md talibaner- 
na, moslimska fiindamentalister, mot 
presidentpalatset och den bli mosken 
skar genom luften och traf^una muiliar 
i dales. rapportema dver dddade 
och skadade nSr oss inte langre. 

Hxnmdstaden ligger pi 1 800 meters 
hojd omgiven av sndtackta berg. Mellan 
dem studsar ljuden av raketer och aitil- 
lerield. Allra varst ar det pk nattema, di 
bara hundaina ar vakna och vi andra 
Idtsas sova bakom plasten. Fonsterrutor- 
na Sr ntbUsta i de huskroppar som fiims 
kvar. 

Hur orkar mamiiskor leva har? Utan 
vatten, avlopp eller el. 

Oddsen att m&kas av kri^ it skyhS* 
ga. Afghanistan ar ett av varldens mest 
minerade lander. 200 000 afghaner har 



dodats och 400 000 skadats av minor 
sedan slutet av 70-talet. Enligt FN:s be- 
rakningar ligger 10 miljoner minor gom- 
da i den afghanska jorden, andra tror att 
de ar annu fler. Ingen vet var de ligger. 
Bara att de vioiar p4 sitt offer. Inte 
nddvandigtvis m ddda. Men alMd 
for att lemlasta, 

Framtidstm av polyeten 

I skydd av h5gar av sandsackar och 
grindvakter som awapnar besokare, lig- 
ger en liten fabrik som varit oppen i sex 
&r. FJteodlig^ if ^ den «iia £abri- 
ken som fimgerar i hela Afghanistan, 
inklusive smi "filialer" runt om i landet 

Har tillverkas proteser. Av polyeten. 
it 6D© om firet HI dem som fai^ oturen 
att trampa fel. Som Mohammadullah. 

Han ar kranforare. En vanlig dag p& 
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jobbet staonade han till vid vagkanten utanfor 
Stan @r att be en b6n. De fiesta afghaner ar 
inte ortodoxa i sin muslimska tro, religion ar 
nigot personligt som man utfor nar man vill. 
Mohammadullah s&g en mur och gick fram till 
den f5r att be. Pi vagen dit Ug en mina. Han 
forlorade sitt vansterben och fix hjalp med 
anvanda den nytillverkade protesen. 

Alberto Cairo, italiensk ortoped och fore- 
stSsiate for det ortopediska centret som drivs 
av R5da korset, inspekterar iiriOsmt Moham- 
madullahs benstump. 

- Lakama slarvar med ampiitationer, de ser 
dem som andra klassens operationer och liter 
oerfama underlakare utfora dem. Se har, vav- 
naden i benstumpen ar for Ids, de har inte 
spant huden ordentligt efter operationen. Det 
gdr ju ont d2r protesen sitter. 

Alberto ar en eldsjal. Han har varit bar 
varenda dag som fabriken och centret funnits, 
vigat stanna kvar iven nar kriget var som 
brutalast inne i iCidbul. 

- Jag tanker stanna 20 ir till, sager han och 
avfardar alia komplimang- 
er. Nej, jag ar inte bm^ 
ransvard. Maimiskoma iEKm 
kampar har ar det 

Inne pi girden tianar ett 
20-tal min att g& i grm odi 
over trappor med sitt nya 
ben. Det ar svettigL 

Plotsligt stannar vi till 
allihq}. Lnften fyfis «^ en- 
ergi. En dubbelan^uterad 
man i kavaj och loafers gir 
fram med raska steg. Alberto har rStt Det ar 
bans patenter som ar de riktiga hjaltama. 

Efter tio irs gerillakrig lyckades Afghanema 
tvinga lyssama pi flykt, den 15 maj 1989 gick 
de sistt soyjetiska truppema fiver **^%iska> 
pens Bro** vid gransfloden Amu Daiya. 

I lyssamas spir foljde vild och korruption. 
Och en marionettregim som satt kvar i ytterli- 
gare tre ir. Nir motstindsrdrelsen v31 fto 
Miyidti/ioA-regeringen pi fall u:d>r5t kaos. Ri- 
valiserande motstindsgnqjper slog sonder Ka- 
bul i maktkampen om huvudstaden och tving- 
ade miljoner minniskor pft fl^cL Pansfairda- 
lens hj^te, Ahmed Shah Massoud ar i dag 
forsvarsminister i en regering som tvingas for- 
handla med iiicefiender for att gora gemensam 
sak mot talibanema i sddra Afghanistan, som 
anklagas for att vara Pakistans lakejer. 

Inne pi det ortopediska centrets gird i det 
f5rrSdiskt vackra ^^dret ir det hmcbdags. Tall- 
rikar med ris och lammkfitt bits fram pi stora 
brickor. Vi iter tillsammans och Mohanma- 
duUah masserar sin 5mma benstump, jag fir 
kanna pi den och begriper precis v^d Alberto 
menar. 

- Patientema 5r oerfiSrt motiverade, det ar 
inte som i Eurppa. Har finns inga sociala 
ffifj^isl^sr; Wtt mlfile mm kimpa, kanske 
har man fern, sex, sju bam att ta hand om. 

Figlamas kvitter blandas med annu en 
granattraff. Har pigir kriget samtidigt som 
minniskor tmmm det, biter ihop och tar ett 
steg till. ■ 



lAfghankmn 
vgrje 4ag 



Barnen lar sig att 
anvanda 
protesema 
snabbare an 
vuxna. 



Patientema fir 
siMlva vilja sitor 
till pmm»mm, 

-. - 







/ Afghanistan finns 
inga sociala 
fdrsSkrIngar. HSr 
m&ste man kampa. 

Slarvigt utforda 
amputationer 
medfdr kronisk 
smSrta for minga. 

SIF 9/96 




'HJALP OSSr Vtanmr Mm ismm lmtiir i Katul uppstir haotbka mtntr m nOnnlskor t n6dJSndkerfdl\iaip. Dm h^lminnan oeh hmnesfa 
noa ftuvu batmedpd mm!t>mrmt-mm1br. berAttigade mm0 MO^paikit mn tktOar ut sin firOiiolan: "Vl soOUer: vt maiter. HjAlp o»/ 




som varlden 
filomde 



KatMJl dverievde lio Sr av soyjetisk ockupation. Men 

Afghanistans huvudstad Kabul ar i dag en stad lagd i mi- 
ner. I ^ Sr har ett inbdrdeskrig rasat mellan olika af- 

ghanska grupperom 
kontroilendveriandet 
DetSr iika langesom 
kriget i Bosnien varade. 
Kabul ar som Sarajevo. 
Fastvanre. 

MenvSrlden hargjort 
sitt bista for att gidmma 
kriget i Afghanistan. Landet §r inte intressant i^gre nu 
ndr det kaUa kriget 3r slut 

Expressenmedarbetaren och forfattaren Peter Engtund 
har varit dar tiiisammans med Bcpressens fbtograf f^ul 
Hansen. Detta ar vad de fick se. .... . 

Vand 



Fvprpccpn. fntngraf Paul Hansen stallde sig mitt i Kabul. Han tog en bild, vred sig en smula. tog enVbild - tills han fotograferat si 



Som om en syndaflod g 




Afghanska kvinnor koar till en matutdelning. I handen har 
en av kvinnoma sitt identlflkationskort frdn Roda korset 
som uisar att hon 6r registreroA^tt^ dSinmi ineffitti^ Hll 
ett matpaket aUfamiljen. 




iwtiissn 



^^^^ * "^'''^'■f - 



netba^ ta^biUn. PUekan bOwer bort danrn oek Jm4Mt 
riset och tar till vara pd aUL 





WATT OVERLEVA. Aven de minsta bamen mOste mipa till att samla ved och mitten fo 

sprbiger bam ouUtrbig oeh Utar ifier ved och metallakrot Trots faran fdr minor. 



En liten grabb skiutsar hem sin mormorfrdn enav R6da Kor- 
sets matudelningar. Kabul 6r till stm-a Mar mmi.'»ilra 
strukturen dr skjuUn i bitar 




Pabr 



DET QLOMPA Inbdrdeskriset i 
Afghanistan Ir inne p* titt Qirde tr 
no. od) ban i bUTudaUden Kabul 
kan nppit 100 OQD mlmilskor ha d6tL 
Siffrotna varkar oiroUga. itmlnatone 
tlUs man ter sUn: vppit K procant 
av bebyggeUen Ir akadad, hela atads- 
delar ir Rrvandlade tlU tteriU ruln- 
Oknar. 

Vartatlonerna synes vara oindll- 
ga. D&r flnns bus uUn faaader. Mr 
blott golv och Innertak atAr %ru 



torn Overpedagogiska iskidnin^x 
empel i byggnadtteknik, men ocksd 
hus dlr det enda fom itersUr ir 
Just fasademas tomma ikal eUer i 
nigra fall bara delar av dem, warn 
pekar mot himlen likt ttympade 
flngrar. 

Det flnns byggnader dir yttersi 
doma (Ukta utit. varrid hcla niine 
fSrvandlaU till nigoi som Uknar en 
Maarr Vltmam pi «ndra har iiBsad< 
kMHwaM tai(r««i^ <tei tippstitt 




runt i en cirkel. Det har ar resultatet - vart han an vande sig sag kameran bara miner. 



Itt fram over staden 




tt famUjm ska dotrltva. Minoma worn fonfarand* Uggtr knar i tusmttU Or ttt start problem. 




Regeringsstyrkoma hdller ett vaksamt 
6ga pd frontlinjen. Sporadiska eldstri- 
der flammar upp ibland. Vdren dr i an- 
tdgande med torrare vdder uch mligt 
ryktet en motoffensiv. Ett par hundra 
meter bort finns talebanerna, den 
strdngt fundamentalistiska milisen 
som tagit over landets sodra och vastra 
provinser. 



bakgnin 




■ Krig sodan 1979. DA invaderade Soviet 
Afghanistan och att aagdracat Inbdrdas- 
krig inle<ldes. 

Ryssama drog aig ur 19S9 men den 
konvnuniatstddda ragimen aatt kvar till 
1992. M tog gertllan 6ver maMen, men 
spllttringen var at avtr att atrider DrAt ut 
I april 1992 mellan de ollka fraktlonama. 
Det krtget rasar in. 



underllga pyramldllknanda fomwr. 
Hllstungna lyktstolpar bufir Inrut- 
na. 

OCH OVERALLT. pi aDa upp- 

rittstienda ytor, aer man de ami hi- 
ten after kultrtfTar och granatapHt- 
ter. himifetataL tuaental, Uotuaental. 
InfSr en del pepprade fasader kan 
man stanna upp, Ibr nAgon aekund 
lurad att tro att da' nog flnna en 
bUd, kanske av ett djur, kanake av 



ett anaikte, aom akulte trida fram om 
man bara fSrband de rltta prtefcsnia 
med da rfttta itreckan. 

Andra Ttggar lr ttekta •»lt«mOa> 
ater ai tltporiga att de trotiar aOa 
finiga tolkningaffirattk. Men slutfri- 
gan bllr densamma: om all den hilr 
kringflygande roetallen kan itlUla till 
detta med aten och Jilm, vad kan den 
Ai inte gora med en mftnnlskokropp? 

Svarel anar en besAkaie (Id efler 
annan, di man 1 aln vandring genom 



de tysta ruinfUten rikar vandra In 1 
ami fickor av auraAt hikt, aom alpp- 
rar Ukt vatten upp ur vlaaa koilapaa- 
daiiHf. 

MEN MEDAN &em» iwmm 
de dMa fortaitter de tevande med 
sitt. Och detta med ytterata anatrlng- 
ntng. (br nastan ingentlng fungerar 
Ungre 1 Kat>ul. Dar flnns Inget 
vatten. ingci avlopp, Ingen el, Ingen . 
tetefon, Inga tidnlngar, Inga akolor. 



Inga blografer. 

TV ainder di och di nyheter, men . 
di det inte flnna nAgon el i.r det tt I 
aom kan tltta. Det itr aom om en tyn- | 
dallod gitt (tam &ver staden och Um- 
mt l^tat av nyare teknologi. fdrutom 
- ocK ifetta ir p* aamma gtng para- 
doxal! och strilngt logiskt - vapnan: 
tk dar ser man rader med hiatakjut- 
sar och fyrhJuliga, hand- 
dragna Karachi vagnar ml- V2infl 
la fram Invid en hypermo- W WIU 
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dem paiuarbandvacn av typ 
BMPZ 

REQER1NGSSIDAN8 

Irupper kontrollerar Tortfaran- 
(Ic Kabul, mpn stadcn ar i 
praktlken belagrad. Just nu 
knmmer mat och andra varor 
in pA en vag osterifrdn, men 
de nyckfulla och svArbegripli- 
ga fraktionaintriger som en 
ging ^ppnade den fftrbindelae- 
leden kan txksi stSnga till 
den Igen. Av den miljon mAn- 
niskor som nnns i staden le- 
ver uppAt 80 procent farligt 
nikra svSltgrAnsen, och skArs 
den hSr enda vagen av Ar ka- 
tastroren ett faktum. Varor 
Tinns. men de ar dyra och den 
309-pracei^U^ MOatKmen gdr 
inte saken mttre. 

Det ffinttt^ntalrde^ att 
folk indi fclarar sjg. MAnga 
bor bokstavligt talat i ruiner- 
na. mitt bland blindgAngare 
och orbjda minor, utan ljus 
och varme. dAligt kladda och 
med granathAlen i vaggama 
liJ.-ilpllKt tackta mod plast. 
(Uch Kabul ar en kail och sno- 
ig plats pA vintem.) Dieten be- 
stAr mest bara av te och brod, 
och del Ar vanliRt att se un- 
derliKt smS. fclnArda bam 
springs runt i gyttjan och brA- 
ten. 

Men till och med bland de 
.innars sA sega afghanerna 
finns det m&nga som drabbats 
av cn St or och kail despera- 
tion. Det fbrekommer att hela 
ramiljen begAr sjalvmord. och 
det bander ocksA att fbrtviv- 
lade forAldrar salier sina 
barn. 

MEN ALLADESSAvan 

liga manniskor, som med be- 
undransvArd uppflnningsrike- 
dom och nAstan obegriplig ut- 
hallighet hAller kropp och sjAl 
samman i en belagrad, sonder- 
skjuten stad. de ar glomda och 
rSrrAdda. Glomda av en cy- 
nisk vastvilrldtom en gAng 
hyllade Hem ffir deras envisa 
krig mot d* sovjetM» tokrifc- 
lama, men som vAhde deih 
ryggen till sedan muren fallit 
och andra, geograflskt mer nA- 
raliggande konflikter fAngat 
intresset. 

ForrAdda av sina gralsju- 
ka. egenkara. intriganta och 
opportunistiska ledare, som 
efter den gemensamma se- 
gemdvser den sovjetlskstddda 
kimNnmHRmglmfii varJmi 
ville eiler kvnde Svef^rygga 
de motsattnimgar sem fanns 
mellan de olika gerltlagrup- 
pema, grupper som styrke- 
mAsslgt var alltf&r svaga for 
att kunna monopolisera mak- 
ten men alltfbr starka for att 
vara vllliga att kompromissa 
om den. 

Kanske ocksA fbrrAdda av 
sig sMUva. Fdr krigsherrama 
kan Inte personllgen skjuta 
Kabul i biUn det arbetet 
Ar de beroende av fotfblk, pi- 
hejare och sympatlsdrer. F6r 
fern Ar sedan var mujaheddin 
med rAtta en hederstltel: en 
kAmpe I det heliga krlget. Nu 
ar vanllgt folk utleda pA dem 
och mujaheddin har blivit ett 
skallsord. en synonym till ro- 
vare. 

KRIGET SJAlVTar bide 

lAngt borta och nAra. Taliba- 
nema stAr vid stadens 

sydvAstra utkanter, och dAr 
gAr n-onten. Eller stAr, fiir den 
har inte r6rt sig pA flen mi- 
nader nu. 

Och dAr pAgAr det sJAtte el- 
ler sjunde slaget. SAgs det. FOr 
inne i centrum, runt miniate- 
riema och de typiska tredie- 
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BOR f RUfMERNA. tntUl den gamla huvudgatan bor mAnniskor i ruinerna av den stad 
som varit. fih mamma stdr med det mtnsta bamet i det som nu anvSnds som kdk. Sov- 
rtmmet beuAt m eet lUet kyffe ddrj^utergluggama MdlpUgt har t&ppis igen med plast. 

De f orriddes 
av sina egna 

gral^'uka ledare 



vArldenbasarema, 'dAr pA ty- 
plskt tredJevArldenvis allt 
flnns att kdpa men Ingenting 
liksom verkar vara vArt att 
ha, dAr har krlget en nArmast 
Orwellsk prAgel: raketer dim- 



per ned dA och dA. kanske var- 
annan dag, oiU 1 par, avfyra- 
de av tallbanema ur ett avlAg- 
set QArran slAr de ihJAl Annu 
en handfUU stadsbor, som fSr 
att sAga, hallA dAr, det pAgAr 



faktiskt ett krig hAr. inbUla er 
Inget. 

Men det flnns liksom Inga 
strAngar att se mellan det som 
pAgAr DAR UTE och myllret 
av mAnniskor HAR INNE - 



den trasgranna kavalkaden av 
uniformer skulle Ju faktiskt 
kuniu vara en modefluga. 
Samtidigt ligger inte kriget 
Ungre l>ort An en taxiresa. en 
r«tt billig taxiresa dessulom. 
Och nir man vAl lAmnat eent- 
nim gAr de underjordiska 
strangama i dagen: dar nAgra 
gronmAlade pansarfordon non- 
chalant parkerade, standigt 
bemannade, lite lAngre bort 
nAgot som skulle bli en vag- 
sparr, i form av en klunga 
unga mi^aheddins som sitter 
pA huk med sina skavda raket- 
gevAr. Och snart bllr krigets 
ovAaen mer nyansrikt. Till ar- 
tilleribatteriemas glesa 
VLOMP. VLOMP och granat- 
krevademas lika glesa 
KVOOM. KVOOM - ett brunt 
ljud; det gir inte att beskriva 
pi annat vis - laggs en kalasj- 
nikovs karaktaristiska BUP- 
BUP-BUP - ibiand 
BRRRRRRUP. nar nigon fatt 
for sig att dra av gtt belt ma 
gasin. 

Men Inte heller har ar 
strangama sarskilt hArdt 
siuiitrin. Don asfalterrnir siads- 
gaian har visserligen blivit 
nAgot som mest liknar en gytt- 
jespArig byvag. men dar (inns 
samma smA bagerier som sal- 
jer subventionerat brod. sam 
ma apelsinforsaljare, samma 
beslojade kvinnor. samma 
spring av bam. For dem ar 
kriget en vardag. 

sA upp pA en skarp kullc. 

in i en grafTitifylld ruin, och 
dar. pA en fjarran. tradlos As 
hAnger vita krevadmoln De 
hlnner aldrig skingras I vin 
den fbrran ett nytt nedslag 
spar pA med ny rok: synen av 
esplosionen och Uudet av dra- 
get en llten antng ur synk av 
avstAndet. Sft det hAr Ar kri- 
get. Jaha. 

Det Ar precis som pA CNN. 
SA och sA mAnga VLOMP. 
KVOOM och BRRRRUP senare 
gungar bilen tillbaka och den 
dar strangen domnar av 

Atminstone Tins du 

kliver In i den dar salen igen. 
Dar under det lAga taket och 
de kalla lysrdren ligger det 
fUllpackat med mAn. tatt. tatt. 
i vitlackerade sjukhussangar 
Har ligger de som Monstret 
varit framme och nafsat pa. 
■vatt Hinder, fdtter, ansikten 
En skdtare loasar ett flickat 
bandage och en ung man med 
asiatiska drag gAr utan ett 
(jud upp i en svag brygga. Kul- 
hAlet I bans buk ar lite kan- 
tigt, alltsA inte som ett kulhAl 
Ar tankt att vara. Och ur hAlet 
trAnger en enda jAttelik blod- 
droppe, som vAxer, tAnjs ut 
till en mdrkrad orm som ring- 
lar nedfbr bans buk, nir lin- 
nlngen pi den turkosbU pyja- 
masbyxan och Mir till imin 
en reaalirgad blomma i det 
ndtta tyget. 

Ogonen flnns mindre in en 
meter bort, de mdter din 
blick, liser in i den, men mel- 
lan dem och dig finns AndA 
ett gap omojligt att korsa. 
Men den dar strAngen spanns 
i alia fall. spAnns sA hArt att 
den borjar vibrera. Och vib- 
bama gdr allt delta sA ab- 
strakta alltfSr pAtagligt. Och 
Uuden lAter inte riktigt det- 
saroma som (Br en kvul se- 
dan. F6r nu vet du nAmligen 
att alia dessa KVOOM och 
BUP-BUP Ar gnisslet frAn 
Monstrets oxeltAnder, nar det 
trOtt och inte ens vidare in- 
tresserat gnager i sig sin dag- 
liga ranson av liv, lemmar 
och f&rhoppningar. 



AFGHANISTAN: Talibangerillan angrep onsdagen 
den afghanska huvudstaden Kabul med raketer och 
minst fyra personer skadades, dftribland en 13- ju-ig pojke. 
Attacken var den senaste i en lAng rad mot KabiU, dfir 
dagliga strider utktopas mellan talibanema och presi-' 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbanis styrkor. Talibanema vill 
starta Rabbanis regerixig och ersatta den med en islamis- 
liskregim.t)/^ /g/^ (AP. Kabul) 

"Inget Torbud mot trampniinor'^lJ 

svenska laeren av mm«i. / . ? skrota de 

och orsakar stora skador bk^ciioa JyJL^^^ ^^^^ ^ 

Afghansk krigsherre byter sida | 

■ Den afghanska rdrelsen Hezb-i-Islami under Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar bar allierat sig med sina foma fiender i 
regeringen. Det sade afghanska regeringskailor och 
personer inom Hezb-i-Islami pi mdndagen. Funktionftrer 1 
pi toppnivA inom Hezb och hundratals soldater har' 
kommit in i den beiagrade huvudstaden Kabul. Andra ' 
soldater vftntas dit senare under mAndagen, sade tidnste- 
man inom fdrsvarsdepartementet och Hezb till AFP..£q 
of&ciell delegation frdn Hezb ftr i Kabul. ROrelsen 
kommer att gOra ett tlUkfinnagivande om ett avtal cm en 
koaUUonsregering nds. sade Hezb-talesmannen Ghairat 
Baheerp^/ f / £ ^% (TTAFP, Kabul) 

Haftiga strider i Afghanis tan W^*?^ 

■ Afghanska regeringsstyrkor med st6d av nyallierade 
trupper trappade pA Idrdagen upp stridema mot talibang- 
erillans stailningar sydOst om huvudstaden KabuL 

Med stW av attackhelikoptrar och stridsflyg gick" 
styrkor lojala mot president Burhanuddin Rabbanl och 
trupper under den fSrre premiarministem Gulbuddin' 
Hekmatyar till anfall mot talibanemas lli^Jer. Rabbanl i 
och Hekmatyar var tills nyligen svuma fiender men' 
skrev i fredags under ett avtal om samarbete. 

Talibanema. som kontroUerar mer an halva landet 
fdrsdker driva ut Rabbani or Kabul och viU infbra strikt 
islamisktstyreihela Afghanistan. J)^ (AP, Kabul) 



Kritik mot kompromiss om minor 

■ Efter tva Ars harda fbrhandlingar naddes pa fredagen i 
Gendve en kompromiss: anvandningen av personminor 
ska begransas. Kritikema anser dock att avtalet innebar 
att ett vidrigt vapen blivit "godkanf. Nagot totaMrbud 
kunde 53-nationerskonferensen inte enas om. 

Bade manniskorattsorganisationer och andra grupper 
kritiserar avtalet hart Handikapporganisationen Handi- 
cap International anser t ex att avtalet inte kommer att 
stoppa spridningen av personminor och att man darmed 
har svikit de fdrhoppningar som tusentals lemiastade 
minoffer varlden Over hade hyst. 

Det avtal som blev klart i Geneve pa fredagen innebar 
bland annat att minoma ska garas lattare att hitta med 
detektorer. Det gailer bland annat truppminor av en typ 
som Sverige har tva miljoner av. 

Besked om huruvida dessa ska skrotas vantas i 
September, da den forsvarspolitiska propositionen laggs 
fram. PaJ - 96 (TT AFP, Cenivt) 



Rebell blir regeringschef i Kabul 



k Rebdkdaren Gulbuddin Hdmiatyai; tkligaie 

till Afghanistan^ legering, blir landets niste premiirminteta: 
Hekmittytf tOhrider Inom de nannaste veckorni, 
en regeringstaksman pa onsdagen. Ledaie inom Heknutym 
gerlDarOxelse Hezb-i-Islimi kommer ocksA att a insvarfOr fiSr- 
svars- och finansdepartementen, sade en taksoian fOr preskient 
Burtiamiddin RabtanL I mbyte mot detta flLr Rabbani tittaknr 
som president tills val kan hillas i landet, vilket inte ULr ske in- 
om 6verskadlig framtid p& gnmd av inbOrdeskrigetsom niglr 
mellan ett stort antal frakttoner. <a?> TiO/ ^^9b 

Afghansk gerilla erovrar stad 

■ .\fghanska regeringstjansteman medgav pa Idrdagen 
att staden Chaghcharan har fallit och nu kontroUeras av 
talibanmilisen. Samtidigt brdt nya strider ut strax 
utanfbr Kabul. 

Provinshuvudstaden Chaghcharan foil i torsdags se- 
dan en militar befalhavare gatt over till talibanema, sade 
en militar pa regeringssidan. Men regerlngstrogna styr- 
kor finns kvar kring staden, understrbk han. 

Talibanema. som bar en djupt konservativ syn pa 
islam, harjiu kontroU fiver storre delen av AtghSmistan, 
D \J XjQ — 9 G (TTAFP. Kabul) 



Demonstrerar mot landminor 

KABUL nr-AFP >5a/ lj6'-^6 



Ett par tusen afghaner, an 
fbrda av rullstolsbundna of- 
fer for landminor, demon- 
strerade pa torsdagen i hu- 
vudstaden Kabul fdr ett in- 
temationellt fbrbud for 
landminor. 

Demonstrationen avsluta- 
des vid det lolcala FN-konto- 
ret. dar en resolution ever- 
lamnades. 

Afghanistan betraktas 
som det nast mest minerade 
landet i vSrlden och Kabul 
ar den mest minerade hu- 
vudstaden. I genomsnitt 
skadas en afghan vaxje tim- 
me av en personmina. Ut- 
spridda Over landet finns 



10-15 miljoner minor, enligt 
utiandska experters bedom-' 
ningar. Varst drabbas bam! 
som leker eUer samlar skrot* 
for familjens forsdijning. . 

Ungeiar samtidigt som 
den firedliga demonstratio- 
nen genomfdrdes utsattes 
Kabul fbr nya raketanfisdl 



Minst fem manniskor dOda- 
des och ett tu>tal sarades en- 
ligt nyhetsbyran AIP. Minst 
fem raketer slog ned pa oli- 
ka platser i stadens cen-. 
trum. Enligt Ogonvittnen 
avfyrades raketema frim ett 
omrade sdder om staden 
som beharskas av den isla-i 
mistiska talibanmilisen. I 



Kampanjfinal for^ 
miniorernas offer 



I 



Som avslutning p& var- 
insamling fdr minor- 
nas offer gftr Svenska 
Afghanistankommit- 
t6n och FN-f5reningen 
nt i en gemensam bds- 
saktion under de ndr- 
maste veckoma. 

Nar manniskor gdr sina in- 
kdp infdr helgen kan man ge- 
nom bland annat flygblad fa 
information om minproble- 
matiken i Alj^ianistan. Mi- 
nor varav flertalet spreds un- 
der den soyjetiska ockupa- 
tionen 

197^1989 har fOrvandlat by- 
ar och stader. stora omraden 
av livsviktiga akerarealer 
och betesmarker till dodens 
fait. 

Dessa skdrdar dagligen of- 
fer, som skyndsamt maste 



komma under vard och ges 
mOjlighet tiU rehabilitering. 

Sedan 1962 bedriver SAK 
ett omfattande humanUirt 
hjaiparbete pa den afj^tmn- 
ska landsbygden innefittan- 
de bland annat: 

Hjaiparbete 

- Rehabilitering av min- 
skade och andra handikap- 
pade. 

- Stdd till 145 000 bams 
skolgang i 650 skolor. 

" StOd till 200 haisovird- 
skliniker inklusive bam- och 
rnddravdrdskliniker. 

- Arlig konstruktion av 
omkring I 000 dricksvatten- 
brunnar. 

De tiilgangliga bdssoma 
kommer sedan att tdmmas 
och slutresultatet presoit^ 
ras aktuell media. SHwC 



Norsk press 



Rektor Kayser 
til Afghanistan 



Rektor Tove Kayser 
ved Midtun bameskole 
er ni p4 vei til Afgha- 
nistan. Den norske Af- 



Rdom-femtlfkiyim'ymdMkkundtohBrnipivmtil 



fof 6 uwibUs An houg nt&d SoHt i 





p4 denne m&te vise 
takknemlighet for 
pengegaver som Zac- 
cori-skolen har mottat 
siden 1991 fra bam og 
foreldre v&i j^dtun. 



BErm:MiLPE 

-Helt fantasrisk, smiler Tove 
Kayser som gleder seg svaert til 3 
trefife bam og Isrere ved Zac- 
cori-skolen. 

Pal sine hener 
Reloor har nied seg en haug 
med tegninger, og tilogmed en 
kassett med norsk muakk som 
klasse 5b har laget 
-Femteklassen har bestemt at jeg 
skal laene bort •«Pil sine h0ner» 
til elevene p3 bameskolen, og har 
spilt inn en kassett som skal g^ere 
«let lenere for de a%hansl£ rama 
i bere saneene. 

Egendig burde skolebama reist 
tilAfghinistan, men krigen i lan- 
det gjOT sitiiasjonen for farlig. 
Derfor har A^^nistan-komi- 
teen bestemt at rektor skal reise. 
-Jeg ^eder meg over den»| an- 
ledningen til I oppleve en del av 
verden som vi s3 altfor lett skyver 
fra OSS, og ikke tar ansvar for. 
N3 hiper jeg at dette lean vekke 
engasjement for A^anistan p5 
andre skoler og^. 

Til Ghazni 

Rektor Tove Kayser setter seg p2 
flyet til Pakistan i dag. Fra Isla- 
mabad skal hun reise med bil inn 
til Ghazni-distriktet-ser est i Af- 
^anistan, hvor Zaccori skolen 
figger. Hun rnotes av lokale re- 
presentanter for Afghanistan-ko- 
miteen, som skal vise henne 
rundt 

Gjennom VSrdagen pi Midtun 
slcole, har det hvert 5r siden 1992 
! blitt donert 16000 kroner til Zac- 
cori skolen. Dette utgjer halvpar- 
ten av den A%hanske skolens 
budsiett Rektor Kayser har sett 
helt konkrete resultater av peng- 
egavene, og gleder seg ni ol 3 B 
snakke med dem som skolen har 
hatt biev kontakt med gjennom 
fem ir. Tove Kayser er sterkt en- 
gasjert i den formen for solidari- 



tetsarbeid som Midtun stir for, 
fordi den innebxrer mer enn 3 
samle inn penger. 

Mer enn penger 

-Jeg tror gjensidig kontakt mel- 
lom barn i ulike land skaper et 
fundament av forstSelse og re- 
spekt for hverandre. Og det er 
noe av det viktigste vi lean bidra 
med til de som vokser opp i dag. 
Jeg synes vi p4 Midtun skole har 



oppnddd nettopp en slik forst3- 
efse gjennom cen kontakten vi 
har med Zaccxtri-skolen. 

For Tove Kayser er det n2 viktig 
at ientene kommer tilbake til 
skoleundervisning i Ghazni. Af- 
ghanistankomiteen prever stadig 
I ta opp dette med de lokale 
myndighetene, som ikke skal 
vaere helt uvillig til S la iente- 
bama kommer dlbake dl slcol^n. 



Men det meste av samfimnet 
utenfor hjemmets dorer er i dag 
stengt for kvinner. Derfor har 
rektor Tove Kayser tatt med he- 
kleteyet. 

-Kanslqe jeg p4 den miten 
klarer i & kontakt med kvin- 
nene, og denned Btr et bedre 
innblikk i hvordan livet egent- 
lig arter seg pi landsbygda i 
A%faanistan. 



tin. 
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Fra vapen 
ta blomster 



Elevene ved Midtun skole i Ber- 
gen har bidradd tilli gi mange 
bam i Afghanistan et bedre liv. 
For tegnet bama pa Zakori- 
skolen v&pen og krigsscener til 
sine jevnaldrende hjelpere i nord. 
N& tegner de blomster. 

TEKSnr: SIV S/EVERAAS 
FOTaPIASCXBERG 



Et varmt og naert forhold har utviklet seg 
meUom Midtun skole og Zakori-skolen 1 det 
krigsherjede Afghanistan. Det hele startet 
medat inntektene fra Midtun skoles forste 
.viidag* for seks kr siden ble aremerket sko- 
lenJ Na dekker Midtxin-elevene halvparten av 
skaegangen for Zakori-skolens 200 elever^ 

- -Elever. laerere, foreldre og naeringsbv har 
vist et imponerende engasjement, og pengene 
har stremmet inn. Det er f antastisk. Det bes- 
te er Imidlertid & vaere vitne til at elevene ved 
Midtun skole x-irkelig biyr seg og foler naerhet 
til Zakori-elevene. De har laert en masse gjen- 
noni dette prosjektet. sier rektor ved Midtun 
skcle. Tovp KavstT 



For tre uker siden besekte hun Zakori-sko- 
len i Afghanistan. Med seg hjem har hun lys- 
bilder, tegninger, hilsener og hodet fullt av 
inntiykk som hun skal dele med sine elever. 

Ulands-seminar 

Elever fra Midtun skole la fram sitt Afgha- 
nistan-prosjekt «Bamas ulands-senunar» 
pi Bryggens Museum igar. Fem skoler presen- 
terte der sine helt spesieUe ulandsprosjekt for 
medelever, laerere, poUtikere og kommunead- 
ministratorer. , , , 

Elevene ved Christi Krybbe skoler bar sam- 
let inn nok penger til at det er bygget en sko- 
le i Afrika. Minde skole har delfmansert en 
bulldoser som skal gi dyrkbar jord rundt en 
nedlagt herregird som huser tidUgere gate- 
bam i byen Salinas i BrasU. AurdalsUa skoles 
elever skaffer penger Ul, og holder kontakt 
med, Gregory Smiths gatebam 1 Sao Paulo. 
Den &rlige SOS-festeb pft St. Paul skole staf- 
fer penger til torrmelk til Mor Theresas hjel- 
peprosjekter i Calcutta. 



er elevene selv som har valgt hvem stotten skal 
ea til. Prosjektene er «unnfanget» og fodt pa 
skolene, og elever og foreldre har stor mnfly- 
telse Forbindelsen mellom skole og pros]ekt 
er direkte, slik at elevene foler narhet tU mot- 
takeme. Resultatet har vaert overveldene, og 
vi har laert fantastisk mye. Faktisk har disse 
prosiektene gitt oss noen av vkre fmeste stun- 
der pk skolen, sier rektor ved Mmde skole, 
Else Leerche Raadal. 

Det er fem- og sekssifrede belop som har 
kommet inn pa hver av de fem skolene, ferst 
og f remst takket vaere innsatsvilje og kreativi- 
tet fra elevenes side. De har bakt, laget, dik- 
tet, sunget, danset. lopt og lekt. Og ofret sno- 
pepengene. For bare I nevne noe. 



Naerhet 
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AFGHANISTAN 

Spring 
Fever 

The diplomats talk, 
and the warlords fight 

By Ahmed Rashid in tslatnabad 

Washington talks of an arms 
embargo on Afghaiustan, while 

Iran and Pakistan promise not to visited Afghanistan on her way to Mos- spent three days m Pakistan to try. and 

interfere with their neighbour. But spring- cow. iron out differences. Pakistan's Fdreign 

time is war time in Afghanistan, and true The U.S. would like to persuade all the Secretary, Najmuddm Sheikh, was ex- 

to form, the various mujahideen factions involved regional countries to agi-ee not pected to visit Moscow later in the month 

are back at each others' throats. to interfere in Afghanistan. At the same for the first high-level Russia-Pakistan 

On April 13, forces loyal to President time, it would give greater support to UN meeting in three years. 

Burhanuddin Rabbaiu and his military efforts to convene a peace conference Back on the ground, the April offen- 

chief, Ahmed Sh^ Masud, began a major grouping all the Afghan factions. sives by the Kabul government and the 

push to capture the western city of Herat Washington's principal concern is TaUban followed yet another round of 

from the mullah-led TaUban movement. Iran's growing involvement in Afghani- aUiance-making and breaking between the 

Though the Kabul regime controls less stan. Although suspicious of Tehran's warlords. Aid workers m Kabul say up 



The Taliban n»bels have ruled out talira with the Kabul regime. 



PETER QUgSTBflEUTER 



than a quarter of the country, it has made 
sigruficant military advances in recent 
weeks. On their way to H«rt, Masud's 



support for the Kabul regime, the U.S. 
wants the Iranians to join an arms 
embargo and help guarantee a broader 



troops recaptured most of western peace settlement. A seruor Western dip- 
province of Ghor. lomat in Islamabad says the only way to 
For their part, the Taliban, who have curb Tehran's influence in Afghanistan is 
besieged Kabul since October, intensified by making a wider effort for peace. 



their rocket and tirtillery 
attacks on the capital in 
another bid to capture the 
city. Hopes that moder- 
ate voices could sway tite 
movement's leadership 
to open talks with the 
Kabul regime were 
dashed at a large meet- 
ing in Kandahar on April 
4, which voted to con- 
tinue the fight against the 
government. 

There's a small bright 
spot in the generally dis- 
mal picture: Washington 
seems to be showing 
more interest in peace in 
Afghanistan than at any 
time since the Moscow-backed regime fell 
in 1992. At an April 10 United Nations 
Security Council debate on the issue — the 
first in seven years — tfie United States 
joined other states in supporting the idea 
of an arms embargo on the warlords. 
Edward Gnehm, a U.S. ambassador to the 
UN, said an embargo was worth explor- 
ing "if it could be effectively imple- 
mented." 

In mid-April Robin Raphel, U.S. as- 
sistant secretary of state for South Asia, 
arrived in Islamabad on a tour to review 
Washington's policy towards the Afghan 
peace process. On April 19 Raphel 




QuIbtMliln MicmMiwn 1^ foe 
to friend of ttw govmiment. 



rather than by backing 
an anti-Iranian faction. 

The biggest hurdle in 
the way of the new ini- 
tiatives, however, is Ka- 
bul's rejection of an arms 
embargo. "The idea of an 
arms embargo alone, 
without the support of 
other UN , peace meas- 
ures, is not very practi- 
cal," said a Defence Min- 
istry official. Moreover, 
the UN's peace efforts, 
led by the its special rep- 
resentative in Afghani- 
stan, Mahmoud Mestiri, 



to 400 troops belonging to the fundamen- 
talist Hizbe Islami led by Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar have joined govenunent forces on 
the outskirts of Kabul to resist the Taliban. 
Hekmatyar, a leader of the historically 
dominant Pashtun tribes, has been bat- 
tling Rabbani since Kabul fell to the 
mujahideen in 1992. 



W 



'estem intelligence sources say 
Masud has provided equipment 
and weapons to Hekmatyar's 
troops with funds raised from Iran. "The 
mainly Tajik government can now claim 
that it has Pashtuns on its side," said a 
diplomat recently in Kabul. "Both sides 
are still negotiating a wider pc^tical agree- 
ment which could see Hekmatyar return 
to Kabul as prime minister, a post he was 
nominated to in 1992 but never took up," 
said the same diplomat. 

In March, Rabbani carried out an 
extensive diplomatic swing through Iran, 
Turkmerustan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 



''"—-^ — , . J 

have been singularly to gain support for his government. The 



unsuccessful. "Mestiri's 
credibility is zero and nothing can move 
forward unless a new UN team is put 
together," says a Western aunbassador in 
Afghaiustan. 

Near-neighbour Pakistan is frustrated 
by the refusal of the Taliban, which it once 



Kabul regime is also talking to Uzbek 
warlord Rashid Dostam, a protege of 
Russia and Uzbekistan and nominally a 
member of the anti-Kabul opposition 
alliance. 

All the regional countries and the war- 
lords claim they wcint an end to foreign 



T kX kV. AWAMh^w* Hkfc » • J V 

supported, to negotiate with the Kabul interference, to set up a broad-based gov- 

regime. At the same time, it is deeply con- emment and some kind of representative 

cemed about the military support Kabul apparatus to gain the consent of the 

receives from Russia, Iran and India. On Afghan people. But so far no party has 

April 18, Islamabad's top policymakers been able to prove its commitment to 

sanctioned a major review of Afghan peace is real. Until that happens, the war 

policy and stepped up diplomatic efforts which has destroyed Afghanistan and left 

with regional countries. As a result, Ira- a gaping political vacuum in the heart of 

nian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati Central Asia will continue. ■ 
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Washington seeks support for 



arms 




go on 




. WASHINGTON (AFP) - The - / Reporting on her -talks . In 
United States Is garnering support , Uzbekifltan. Tajikistan, Kazaklisian 
for ju^ pro{>?*eal lo Irnpose an aims ]' and Turkmenistan. Raphe! said 
en^i>argo on Afgliantstan and for a ' . ' there was quite a bit of support" 



regional conference that would ad- 
vance prospects for peace, a senior 
Ouicial saicj T^lar3day, 
^ "These twp proposals are ideas 
around whic^ a certain amount of 
consensus seems to be growing," 
said Robjn Raphel, the assistant 
secretary of state for South Asian 
a/fairs, ' ' , . ' 

Raphe!, who last week returned 
from a peace mission to the region, 
testified before a subcommittee of 
the House I)f Representatives on 
I'ler vistl y/liidi uiDludbci talks with 
the leaders of the main Afghan fac- 
tion^. 

The trip signalled renewed US 
Interest in Afghanistan which has 
l)een wracked by factional fighting 
6iix» the April 1992 collapse of thd 
Soyiet^instailed Najlbullah regime. 
I . US officials argue that an arms 
t^mbarpo on Afghanistan would 
iut;^ end to foreign Interference 
n l^hQ ^pountfy that has been thg 
)atttegit?und for proxy wars for 
decade3 



for an arms embargo but noted 
that Moscow was more reticent to 
^ the idea. 

Raphol did not elaborate on 
, Russia's position but a US official 
' noted that there were questions as 
to whether a ban on military sup- 
plies could be enforced in a coun- 
try that Is notorious for its smug- 
gling routes. 

'Even without perfect imple- 
mentation (of the arms embargo), 
there would be a political symbol- 
ism thai could give a pause to out- 
siders supplying factions, " she 
said "So we vyllj continue to ex- 
plore u/; 

Pakistan. Russia, Iran and 
Uzbekistan have at various times 
aligned themselves with the fac- 
tions vying for power In 
Afghanistan. The United States 
supported the mujahedin who 
fouglil against Soviet occupation in 
the l&BOs. 

A US proposal to hold a gather- 
ing of leglonaJ leaders ' Is a bit va- 



anistan 



guer." Raphel said. Such a confer- 
ence would have to be "carefully 
worked out because it could iuin 
out to be a waste of time." she 
said. 

The heightened interest in 
Aighanlstan coincides with efforts'^ 
by a California -based oil company. 
Unocal Corp., In a partnership with 
Saudi AialMa's Delta Oil Oompany.- 
to build a natural gas pipeline from 
Turkmenistan through Afghanistan 
to Pakistan. 

Raphel said the pli^eline project 
had given the United States a 
"form of economic leverage" in itsi.- 
efforts to persuade Afghan factions 
to lay down their arms. 

The project would bring ley- 

en«e5, jobs anU energy refiources 

to Afghanistan whose economy, 
infrastructure and social system 
have been destroyed by the fight- 
ing 

The United States maintains 
that the path to a negotiated set- 
tlement in Afghanistan fe through 
tiie United Nations which has set 
up a mission in the northeastern 
town of Jalalabad led by envoy 
Mahinoud Mestiri. 




Afglmngovt ^ 
claims capturing 
Taliban are 

KABUL: Afghan government troops 
have captured two districts deep In- 
side Taliban militia territory near 
Kabul, including a key strategic point, 
defence officials claimed Saturday. 

Government forces seized the 
OlMnk and Uairnlrdad rilslrlcLs of cen- 
tral Wardak province on Friday after 
pounding the Taliban with heavy 
weapon? and aerial bombing raids, 
they said 

Chak district Ls important because 
it lies next to the Taliban's main sup- 
ply road linking the area, one of the 
springboards the militiamen \ised to 
launch their siege of Kabul last year, 
to their southern base at Kandahar, 
observers said. 



V No Independent coi\flrmatlott of 
the capture of the two, districts — 
separated by 35 Wiometers, could be 
irmnedlately obtained here, although 
government jets were seen streaking 
across Kabul's southern OaiJc for 
most of Friday . 

The repeated air, rocket And ar- 
tillery barrages killed at least seven 
Islamic warriors and resulted In the 
capture of vast quantities of weapons, 
ammunition and vehicles, a senior 
commander, General Muslim told 
AFP 

"n\e attack was very successful as 
we seized two important ar^ as well 
as a huge stock of heavy arid light 
weapons, ammunition and jeepe from 
the TWlban/ he s^d. ' 

MuMlm said the TWibart launched 
a desperate coimter-attack in Chak 
late Friday, but said they werfe re- 
pelled by the government fire- 
power— AFP 



Hezb-1-Islami rejoins 




KABUL 

Alyhan troops ol \.h^ opjjocilicn Hevb i Ifelaml • 
group began arriving here Monday altPj tho fat-- 
tJon rejoined ihe Kabul govcmtncni, Ho7b oHt- 
ciab said Ime. 

■Ths alUajiCT. i«mouiwcd Monlsy by the de- 
fence miTdstry and conflniied tiy tt^) Herti oMi- 
date now l)9sod in Knbul, is unc of iho most fly- 
niflcani hnie in years anrl t^uW tianform 
• Alghanisiun'e wtole poliiical tendsr^pc, sna- 
lysts l\e:c said 

About 1.000 xmvs kjya! t-^ Mezh iead^i and 
toimer prsmior Oulbaddin Hek»i«»:yo» aio al- 
; ready Wlletod in battacta in KnbuVs ftftswtn and 
aou'Ji wesiern eubuibs arid hkho we nxjiected 
io come. Hezh c-ommandets said 

In addiilotit soii« of the IncUon s lop oflicials 
have renled houses In ihQ rapiial. where huri- 
dieds of eihnica!ly I'ashiun Mezb lioops «>uld 
be seen on Ihe sueeia Monday 

"Ths deal between o>m tv.-o rarile$ ha«; now 
basioetlly hfwn (iMatiiNKi and hnv- bftguirini- 
Irfcmenling Uic lerrns of the af.Twd agreed bo 
iween '.te,' ihe lop Hezb commamter here 
09r^:8i AWul Majid NiazI told AFP 

. 'Out iroofss are Btailoned In two luu racks in 
the city alongside povernment men and we are 
fexfieciing more senior oflicials lncludln<j[ 
Engineer Hekmaiyar to ccn>e to Kabul ftyon. " 
ha said Thwe afo atiti one or two small prc^j- 
iavs to be ironed out. but we arc nw bcjth on 
the aame aido after being kteotoyi<-^lly aapaini- 
ed lor yewB through Iho mtertwenca e( oui for- 
eign enemies." he added 

He sold 12,{XX) Ue?.b sohiiers. until iiscenily 
aich-foea of the beteaouated Kabul adminisira- 
Ubn would )>e posted io the capita} undat tlio 
ftrei phase of U>* implementation ol the pact 
Wgnod in PelHuary. 





HIA chlcfGulhadinHekiHatj^r 'il 
Unrier the poltilcal and miljiaty accord the^ 
Hezb wtll also be aim the post of prima mtiia^ 
ler. mmistej of dafancia and Rtfnlrtar of hqance 
in the newly broadenad «dmM!»tn^, pfOctida ■ 
said Sourctw from ixrth groups aaid the Heib.' 
Jeader and his top cadjas wouW arrive ih b^- 
sieoed Kni)ul ' fifxm" to take up gcnfetnmeht;/,' 
pof ts, olthough neither cowld giva an exBc;t 
dale ^ ' ' - 

The daaj came alter nnr.tha ol tea^a nagotta- 
tidns heiwocn tho. two sides and amid peials- 



tanl nimourt of aithei a aucoesslul oonclusioii 
to the ptKrt or cf a oonpete teaaltdowri fin teas 
"Tha HMb J-Islaml has finally lolned Uia gov- 
ernment, implarhenting tba agreement signed 
between tha ttfi> gidmx.'' a ddenoa ^xd<e«iien 
aaki, ' , - • ? • r ■ • " 

'They have fcbaadyatKted deploying tiooiJ? 
a\ govammant bases in Xeb\i\ and wtti tight un- 
der tha tfovainment banner in any mliitaty ope;- 
aticn against the Taliba&a aoy ctimr ^iny ol 
the Btdte," be added. ; ' . 

The hezb has lost almost all its tertitoty in- 
fluonca and pt^ulai atlppbrt since violently 
apliuitog with the government In 1994, while the 
Kahil aditdnlBUatlon has been branded lllegid- 
mata and unraproaentaUvfe. both hete ertd 
abroad, obaetveis aaid. Both H^Kmatyat and the 
council have retieatedly said dial He«b wwuld 
join nol governmant without tha oorwent d 
the sec, but Dflldals here Instet the Hezb le act- 
ing ebtM and ilial tha daai doea not yet b»f9 
the bathing of the SCX;. * 
. "This could well split the oppotltlon and 
could al^nate (DbrtheinWlotd Qeneial Abdul 
Raslild) Dostam U ha do« not frflow the Hezb 
Into the government." an analyst eaid. 

In addition, A could mark the beginning o! a 

malor .^va by the new. allies to push the 
Teillbah • -out of the Kabul rfegion and 
Aighanlstan's oenual provincoc," he added 
'.'Oaoatal Nlatl however said ha believed 
> Doeiiiji^Hevantu^i^thenewgavBrn 
' m^^ complete a majtx aUlanct (4 Hormer 
multOiMeen parties virho routed ttia Soviata 

fiom after ^ of ('^P*^ 

• •Tha muiahedeen groupa have however been 
wagiatf * bloody (^vll war ln a bid to wrtn aoul 
powaf lUtcB they.t^ control of tha govetnmani 
fourvttua"aoo/-y'.'.v-.-- 
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Ghange in Afghan politics 
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Nasim Zehra 




'ere slark lessons roll out for 
Pakistan It 5 now Ht-kmat- 
yf{.i'» turn to do b<m(*. teach- 
,ll\g. I'aidstan's former betting 
horse for the Kabul race 4s into the Rah- 
bard C4unp lock, stock and bHrTt-l Along- 
side Hekmah-ar Islamabad vociferously 
kopt demanding that President 
Burhanuddin Rabbar.l, honouHng the 
1993 IslAmabad Accord, step dovv^n. Now 
reports from Kabul indicate arrival of 
Hekmaiyar's 1 200 trcK»ps *nto KabiU- Tt>- 
gei.l^f.r, Masoud aiul Hikmntyar's forces 
are plarming io fight off the l^baan lay- 
ing siege to Kabid. Mllltaiiiy they will 
move beyond iiUo other territories con- 
trolled by the Talibaan. Politically too 
their enemies are definnd. Islamabad too 
falls in the lisi, lu? criticism of l^ik ml- 
nont)' rule ovor ihe PaWikKMii is irbuked 
by tlus alliance. Hikinntyar's lle?h-l.ls- 
iami gets the portfolios of Prime Minis- 
ter. Defence Min^rter and liUerior Mii\is- 
ler 

In Islanvabad there is rjTiicLsm about 
tlie alliance, How long will Jt last? Most 
In the official circles claim it may he 
short lived. Afghans ran never sUy to- 
gether, they W'e tiieir worst eneniies, goes 
the stai^dard argument . Witlun Kabul too 
'^analysts" quoted by the French news 
agency AFP are circum.spect. "It's not 
union based on love or principle but on 
iailitary and p^l.lr*ral expediency making 
it ail the more volatile and menacing to 
factions like the Tallbaan wiio will feel 
tajgeted," n\aintained one, T)iis is under- 
standable More so when it combines 
^ith y^im ordinary* Kabul residents, long 
ume victims of Hckmatj'ar and Mbaan 
i\>:kets, &ay, 'it doesn't feel right that we 
are welconiing back to Kabul exactly the 
satne people tltat killed thowsai^ds of oiir 
brothers and sisters just over two years 
ago 

This Accord has even left Kabbaid's 
generals aomewhat pe:plcxed. TWklt\g to 
AFP an army commander maintained 
" wc fiercely fought the Hezh for the lives 
of our families only to find now that it 
was ail for nothing because now we are 
givii^g them the chance to do the sattie 
tiling agairv** Another officer wondered, 
"how CAn we now trust them to help us 
fight the *Mbaaj] wthout tur ning on us 
again?" Hie memory of t)\e .lanuary 1994 
Hekjnatyar-Dostum military aiUck on 
Kabul is fresh. 1 he attack left thousands 
dead. 

There is nothing uru-eaJ al>out the al- 
liance. Realpolitik Is at work. Like In the 
past, alliances have been done and un- 
done between Rabbanl, Uzbek loader 
Rashid Dostuin. Hekma'yar, Miyaddldi 
and others. Merely differing nuances of 
power play have been at work- .Oply.lhis 
round is fairly significai^t compared to 
the others. !n this round. Rabbani-Ma- 
soud iiavtt readied out to Heknmtyar for 
a force muillpllfr effect in dealing with 
tiie Talil>aA2i. For Hekinat>ar the Accord 
hUows him out of political marginallza- 



tion. TJvlibaan en't y pushed him from the 
political mai)\stream. His patrons, the 
Pakii>l,Hul.«i, icpuitodly npted for the riG 
jug Iklibaan force. 

In this Rflbbaot-Hekmatyar Accord 
tiicre are beginnings of a home-spun 
Afghan politics. And for the Afghans this 
is somewhat of a )>ositfve development, 
But the real fruiU of tliifi Afghan politics 
will only follow the vvlsoning up of the 
Afghan groups to the futiiit>' of endless 
figiulng . 

Meanwliile in Kabul on the Accord 
front tlie situation Is now even!}' pob?ed. 
The Accord has potentials ar\d ilsks. How 
far Uabbanl and Masoud honour this Ac- 
cord will determine whellier it would pro- 
duce a snowbtiil effect. A genuine power 
sharing n\ay induce other mfyor players 
like Dostum and Khallli to 'play ball' vvill 
Kabul, ^^^^lle retaining their respective 
regional controls some powersharlng 
formula can hv worked out bfltv-een 
these leaders for power sharing in Kabtil. 

Conversely, bad polulcking by Rab- 
hani-Masoud can cause a Rabbanl-Hek- 
n\at>'ar falling out at^d piish mailers hack 
to square one, but perhaps only after the 
lilibaan have been de.alt with. Alreat^y m 
response to the Accord on May 1 7 T»\- 
IbaaJi rockets pounded Kabul leaving 5 
dead and over a dozen lJ\jured, 



I 



n Afgl^anistan, stu^ival is the name of 
t)\e game. The means hardly matter 
At least In this round, Uabbanl has 
procured a local ally as has Hekmatyar. 
It is neither a Ru-sslnn nor a Pakistani 
Sfxuisored alllaiice that eitl^er has opted 
for, nor aj c any of the partners to the Ac- 
cord based outside Afghanistan. To that 
extent there Is localization of the Afglian 
scene taking place. Tliere may well have 
been some peace brokering by Tehra^. 
As has openly and proudly been done by 
l^ikistAiU leader Qa2i HiLssain Alunad of 
Jamaat-l-Islami. In fact Qazl Saliib leaves 
for his secoi^d Kabul trip In less tliai\ two 
weeks, IfLs task remaliis cementing of the 
HekuYatyar-Rabbajii alliance. Angered by 
Islan^bad's \1rtutd 'no-talk' policy with 
Kabul, Qazi had openly challenged the 
government, "Wjmt are the differences 
(between Islamabad and Kabid), tell tlie 
people we have let India in," said the Ja- 
maat leader on returning from Kabul on 
May 12. 

CriUcisni'? of Islamabad's Afglian pol- 
icy have been many Atlmtttcdly, it is a 
very difflctdi situation that the civilian 
governments Inherited. Doth Nawaz 
Sharif and Benazir Bliutto governments 
tried to make the best of a terrible situa- 
tion. The Islamabad Accord, the Pe- 
shawar Accord and the latest March galF^ 
erlng of Afghan groups, minus the 
TalibaaiV have all bocn efforts at dam»ge 
liniitatioH: (iiily {M deadly SepK^mber at- 
J^okon the Pakistan embassy li\ Kabul, 
IslamaBaS was stumped. Pakistan's pol- 
icy makers remained bogged do\^'n by in- 
dignation. Letters and mei*sages of apuio 
gies fiom Knbul were faulted for 
Incorrect usage of words and for un- 
matA.i^-d statements coming from Ka1)uI. 



RIgJuly pBkiRtam dlplomatn complamed 
again.sl Kabul's dupllclt>', agalnM its In- 
abllitj' to coinn out clean with an apnlng>'. 
Kabul was searching for a face saving 
route - 

Finally the May 7 meeting between 
Pakistan's Foreign Minister and the 
Afghan Traivsport Miiilster took place in 
Isfamal^ad. The outcome? ii\ Kabul the 
presidential spokesman n;aintained that 
**l'akTslttn is Interested In impro\'ing rela- 
tion between our two governments and 
in resuming their diplomatic activities as 
soon as possible. We aie ready to repair 
their damftge<l embassy." He denied there 
was ai\y talk, even by the Pakistani For- 
eign Minister of Kabul payli^g con^peiAsa- 
tion for the destroyed embassy took 
place. He, however, acknowledged that 
"We have asked Pakistan to play a more 
active role in achieving peace In 
Afghanistan by supportlltg negotiatloivs.'* 
In Islamabad the spokesman mah^Lained, 
"thii\gs arc moving In the right directioi\, 
we arc happy our denmnds have got 
Afghan acceptance." 

There has been a hectic selling by 
AmericAU officials and busli\essmen of an 
American sponsored Central Asian 
pipelii\e project. Thl8 project, prcpaied 
by a California-based oil company Uno* 
cal In p«rinershlp with Saudi Arabia- 
based Delta Oil Company seems to have 
accelerated dialogue between Kabul and 
Islamabad, The pipeline project, which 
involves supply of oil and gas fi om Cen- 
tral Asia to Pakistan, involves Turk- 
menistan, Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
Tl^ere are possibilities of extending It to 
India, Sellers of this pii^line project have 
included US Assistant Secretar)- of State 
Robin Raphel, US Senator Hank Drov^-n, 
UN envoy Mahmood Mestiri and the oO 
company representatives. 

All have acknowledged their role in 
perauading Pakistan and Afghat\lslan to 
gel on with the pipeline project. In the 
May 9 te3tiit^0)ty before a subcumn^ttee 
of the Hotise of Representatives Raphel 
said tiiat the plpclUie prfiject had given 
the US a "form of eco)iomic levemge" In 
its efforts to get Afghan groups to lay 
down their arn^s. With clearly defined 
An^rrican economic interests at stake 
Washington's diplomatic activity will 
heighten iii the rock7 and barren ioncs 
of Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile Islamabad should not wait 
fur the next nudge from Wasliiitglon U) 
got going with Kabul. Both Pakistan's 
long term interesU as well as the dictates 
of current regional scenario demand that 
Islamabad publicly welcomes the Hab- 
baJihHekTtmtyar Accord, encourage Ral>- 
banl to involve other Afghan groups In 
working out a power-sharing forn\ula 
and expedite the opening of its embassy 
in Kabul. 

h cannot be waiting for "hard cash" to 
establish ties with Kabul. Tlie "hard cash" 
is not there. It will not cotne but re-es- 
tabli^ihlng ties with Kabul is as nuich in 
Pakistan's Iptcrest as it is in Kabul's In- 
terest h^ fact stalu.s quo militates against 
Pakl.^tan'3 interests, 
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Charisma, enigma and paranoia 
^ of Ahtnad Shah Masud 



From Ahmed Rashki 



KABUL-He works an 1 8-hour da\ 
with two mihtary secretaries who 
take it in shifts to keep up with him 
He sleeps four hours a night and 
because of fears of assassination, 
never spends two nights in the same 
location. He has spent the past 1 7 
years fighting, first Afghan commu- 
nists, then the Soviet Red Army and 
for four years his fellow Mujahideen. 
Ahmad Shah Masud is still the most 
charismatic, enigmatic and brilliant 
military commander the Afghan 
Mujahideen have produced. Yet he 
has also become increasingly bitter, 
paranoid and obsessive about de- 
feating rather than placating his en- 
emies. 

Dubbed the " Lion of Panjshir 
after his birthplace in the Tajik home- 
land of the Panjshir Valley, nonh of 
Kabul, he eluded and then fought to 
a standstill six huge Soviet offen- 
sives against the Panjshir in the 1 980s. He then conducted 
two truces with the Soviet invaders so he could build a 
proper guerilla army - earning the distrust of the Pashtun 
Mujahideen. Soviet commanders termed him •unbeata- 
ble" and he was a major factor in prompting former 




Piesident Gorbachev to withdraw 
Soviet troops fvam Afghanistan in 
April 1989. Masud's forces were the 
lirst to march into Kabul in April 
1 992, when the regime of President 
Najihuilah finally collapsed and since 
then he has been defending the city 
against his Afghan rivals. ! 

His army, now some 25,000 men, i 
adores him. "He sleeps, eats, fights 
w ith us. He plans every battle and 
leads from the front. He is a man of 
the people," said an Afghan artilloy 
commander whose guns were poiuuj- 
ing positions of the opposition Tali- 
ban outside Kabul. "In any other 
country, in any other time, Masud 
would have been an undisputed Pres- 
ident because he is the most capable' 
and intellectually the most far-sight- 
ed of all the Afghan leaders," said an 
Asian diplomat in Kabul. But he has 
one ethnic defect. "He is aTajik," tte 
diplomat added. The majority Padi- 
tuns. who comprise some 40 pier cent 
of Afghanistan's estimated 15 nul- 
lion people, have never acceptedTajiks (25 percentoftfie 
population) as their rulers. ( 
In April 1992. just before Masud entered Kabul, tfiis 
See page 5 
Detailed interview on Page 4 



Charisma, enigma of Masud 



FnMR ^ge 1 

correspondent spent two days with 
Masud as he shut himself in lus radio 
room to harangue Pa^tun command- 
ers to join his advance on the city, in 
order to block his rival Gulbadin Hik- 
matyar from planning a coup. The 
other Pashtuns did not join Hikmatyar 
but they refused to join Masud also. It 
has taken four ytdxs of battling the 
Pashtuns to convince them that they 
have no other choice if Afghanistan is 
not to fragment. Last week, Hikmatyar 
finally allied himself with Masud and 
other Pashtun opposition groups are 
planning to do the same. Their com- 
mon enemy - the extreme Islamic fun- 
damentalist Pashtun Taliban movement 
that controls southern and western 
Afghanistan. 

The exhaustion of the past four years 
is writ large on his furrowed face and 
his greying hair that he now colours. 
He is the most powerful figiue in the 
Kabul regime, but he has refused any 
official post such as Defence Minister 
or Commander-in-Chief. While lesser 
commanders call themselves generals, 
he is still addressed as Commander 
Masud. 'There is an old Persian say- 
ing: "When everyone is looking for a 
chair to sit on, it is better to sit on the 
floor," Masud said. 

His bravery is legendary. Last Octo- 
ber, when the Taliban pushed into 
Kabul, his men began to retreat in 
panic from the front on the outskirts of 
the city. With just his bodyguard in 
tow, Masud drove a tank to the front 
and personally rallied his troops. "He 
radioed each retreating commander 
and told them he expected to see them 



on the front in twenty minutes. Within 
three hours, the Taliban had been 
pushed back," said a Western aid 
worker who witnessed the battle. 

But the jealousy he generates 
amongst the opposition because of his 
superior abilities and his obsession 
with winning, has also made it more 
difficult for others to join him. "He is 
obsessed with military objectives and 
strategy and not always with the poli- 
tics of making a peace settlement," 
said the Asian diplomat. "He treats 
everyone with great suspicion," he 
added. His greatest frustration is di- 
rected at Pakistan who first backed 
Hikmatyar and now support the Tali- 
ban. Diplomats in Kabul agree that 
Islamabad has to demonstrate a more 
constructive policy towards peace. 
"Pakistan is the key to a solution, 
cmcial to peace, to reconstmction, to 
stability in Afghanistan, to open up 
Central Asia to the world. The com- 
manders here now have money to spend 
and nowhere to spend it. They want to 
invest in trade and industry. Why can- 
not Pakistan see the reality and back an 
intra- Afghan dialogue instead of con- 
stantly blocking one. Any government 
that comes to power in Kabul as result 
of a deal will have no choice but to go 
through Pakistan," said a Western dip- 
lomat in Kabul. 

But even though Iran, Russia and 
India are supporting the Kabul regime, 
Masud remains equally suspicious of 
their intentions. "He has changed from 
being a pan-Islamic revolutionary to 
becoming an Afghan nationalist who is 
fed up with the foreign interference in 
.Afghanistan," said a UN official. Mas- 



ud admits that Russia wants to keep 
the region permanently destabilised so 
that it can maintain its mihtary pres- 
ence in Central Asia and Tajikistan, 
while he has had long nmning differ- 
ences with Iran that go back to the 
early 1980s. Pakistani diplomacy has 
done almost nothing to exploit these 
differences by winning over Masud's 
trust. 

Masud rans the army and plans eve- 
ry battle himself along with command- 
ers who have fought with him since 
1979. The Defence Ministry, nm by 
his trusted companion, Muhammad 
Younus Qanooni, deals only with lo- 
gistics. Yet Masud is the only former 
M ujahideen commander who has been 
intelligent enough to surround himself 
with a second generation of tmsted 
aides who are not peasant fighters, but 
graduates fix)m the US and French 
universities. His principal aides, sons 
of wealthy Afghans in exile, never 
fought in the Jehad but give Masud a 
wider view of the world. They have 
helped him set up an international net- 
work that raises funds abroad, buys 
arms in Eastern Europe and transports 
them to Kabul. He has little personal 
life. For security reason, his wife, a 
fellow Panjsheri and two sons hve in 
Jabel-e-Seraj, north of Kabul and 
Masud sometimes gets home for the 
weekends. ButMasud now knows that 
the people he is defending are exhaust- 
ed and demoralised, with the continu- 
ous fighting. "Masud knows he has to 
rope in the opposition to form a new 
interim government," saki a Western offi- 
cial. "But making peace is often more 
difficult than making war," he adds. 
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More Afghans join Taliban's 
demand for Rabbani's removal 



From Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: Moderate Afgliaii lead- 
era put their voice with ll^e TWiban 
on Thursday to demand the 
removal of beleaguered Afghan 
President Burhanuddln Rabbani 
fro;n power, but failed to cobble up 
an alliance against the Rabbani- 
Hekmatyar coalition. 

In another mj^or development, 
the Supreme Coordination Council 
of Islamic Revolution of 
Afghanistan (SCCIRA) suspended 
the membership of Hekmatyar's 
Hezb-l-lslami. 

A Joint declarat ion, issued at the 
end of the meeting In Kandahar, 
resolved (hat Rahbani*s continua- 
tion in office was un-lslamic and 
unacceptable and the solution to 
tha Afghan imbroglio lay wly lit lua 
immediate removal from uITice. 

The mailing was attended by 
Taliban's top leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar Akluuid, his lieu- 
tenant, Mullah Rabbani and 
Kandahar Governor . Mullah 



Mohammad Hassan, chief uf his 
own faction of Hezb^l-Islami Yunis 
Khalis, Harakat^'Inkiiabi Islami 
leader Maulvl Nabi Mohamnuidi, Fir 
Syed Ahmad (jiUanl of National 
Islan^ic Front of Afghanistan and a 
representative of former Afghan 
president Prof. SibghatuUah 
Mojaddcdi. The Kandahar meeting 
apart from echoing an old stand of 
tl^e 'ftlil)an and miyahideen leaders 
did not break any. fresli ground to 
settle tlie Afghan problem. 

On (he otl^er hand, tJie Chief of 
the SCCIRA, Prof. Sibghalollah 
Mojaddedl, Thursday announced 
suspending membership of the 
Hezb-i-Islami, but said a decision to 
expel Hckmatyar*8 party for having 
Joined hands with the Rabbani 
regime would wait for a while. 

He described the statement of 
Hekmatyai'a snn -in-law^ Homayoun 
Jareer, as incorrect and a lie in 
which he had siUd the SCCIRA iiad 
agreed to let his party remain a 
member of the alliance ai\d at the 
same lin\e Join Rabbani govt. 



Four-party Afghan aUi|iice 
f/f 9^ suspends 




ISLAMABAD (AFP) - 
Afghanistan *s four - par ty 

Supieme Ciinrdinaliori Council 

(SCC) has suspended the mem- 
beiship of foimer prime minister 
Gulbuddin Hckmatyar after he 
agreed to joifi the Kabul govern 
TTient. council officials said 
Friday. 

"Hekmatyai B membership has 
been suspended aftet his deci- 
sion to enter into an alliance*" 
with Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. thpy »aid. 

"Hekmatyor can remain either 
in the goveinment or in the oppo- 
sition; but ho cannot bo a mem- 
bei of bolh." an SCC official said. 

The decision was taken after a 
series of meetings between $CC 
ulii^r Sibgnaiuiah Mojaddedl and 
ailiatK:e leadeis eaitier this week 
in Afghanistan, they said. 



SCC partners Include 
Hekmatyar^s ' Hezb-i-Ialaml,;- 
Mojadd^di'6 NuUonat Liberation 
Front. Shiite leader Kerim 
Khaliir^ He2b-1-Wahdat and thib 
National Movement of Oenetal ' 
Abdul Rashid Dostam. > 

But the SCC official, who did 
not want to be named, eald thdt 
the see. an anli-Rabbani al- 
liance formed two years ago* had 
not formally expelled Hekniatyat 
as he had not yet assumed Uie 
office of prima mlaiutbr as 
promised under last Ifnbnth'a deal 
with Rabbani. 

Under the accord, signed on 
May Z4 almost 10 days after hun- 
dreds of Hezb-i-Islamnighters 
teachnd KBbul. thd two former 
foes would jointly defend* the 
country. , 

Sources in Kpbul said the 



Hezb-l-ialami would also be giv^ 
en the linar^ and dafence mln* 
iatriea Ih the hew government in 
an attarhpt to broaden the base 
of aupp6rt of thff Aabbahi gbv- 
arhmerlt, ^hose teniiie expired 
In December 1994, . V 

Other Afghan sources said the 
SCC might expall Hezb-I-Ialaml 
when Hektnatyar becbrnes prime 
minister. ' 

Hekmatyai resigned as prime 
minister and joir^ea Do$tom. who 
conuols aeveral ptovlndes In 
northiafn Atghati||9;tari, when the 
warlord staged aii' abortive coup 
iq January 1994. ' . • 

The SCO officials rejected as 
"baseleas*" the official Hezb i- 
hiUiaa Llaim thai the council had 
allowed the patty chief to hold 
. peace talks with the Rabbani ad- 
ministration* • \ .M . 



us desires stability restored in 

Afghanistan: Ra 




WASHINGTON (M'l) - •Tho 
wmmon lliroad of all our Inieiesis 
in AfylJ8iiisian is the need lo re- 
siore liability.' Assistant Secretary 
of State Robin Raphe! told the 
Senate loielyn lelations subcom- 
mittee on near east and. South 
Asian alfalis Thursday. 

"My lecont discussion in the re- 
yion bolstered my view ihat many 
oounules wnnt a tanyiblo peace In 
Afghanistan achieved as soon as 
|.)ossible," Raphel stated. 

"We believe thai cx)unir)es in the 
leyion should ierx)gnise that 
Afghanistan's stability is in their 
iiitt?ref;t remain convinced that 
the only solution to this impasse is 
a negotiated settlement that leads 
to a representative, broadly sup- 
ported, cential government, the as- 
sistant secretary said. "Steps along 
the way must Include a cease-fire, 



a neutral security force, diemlli- , 
larising Kabul, agreement on an; 
interim governlnfl attarigemfent 
and planning for a permanent form 
of government. 

^ The US does not favour, one fac- 
tion over another, Raphel contin- 
ued "We believe that the Afghan 
people have the right to a govern- 
meni of their ov/n choosing, free 
from outside Interference, Also tes- 
tifying before the subcommittee 
were two Republican oongiessriien 
from California: Dana Rohrabach^r 
and Edward Royce. Rohrabacher. 
who hiked Into Afghanistan during 
the war with the then Soviet Union 
presented .a vigorous defenfle of 
Afghan people end faulted Clinton 
and Bush administrations fox fail- 
ing to do enough to help ihem: 

"Afghanistan is now a ticking 
time bomb " he comniented, point- 



ing to the oountrys lapkliy increas- 
ing opium production as well as 
•Islamic mtlltanti who have re* 
ceived tralrung there and now are 
posing threats to nations such as 
Algeria ahd Saudi Arabia. Unless 
the US gets 0oUvely !r\volved in 
' solving the Afghan crisfs, It oouM 
wfeU ovet-whelm neighbouring na- 
tiohfi, hohrabacher warned, ke 
also suggested . that the former 
king of Aftfianistan, who has been 
living Iri exile for some two 
decades, would be weloomed-back 
by ipbst Alghaiis and might prove 
a viable isilternative for the war- 
weary naUort.= • 
. Royce elsd noted Afghanistarfs 

* llnkii to International terrorism, cit- 
ing in* partioular the ettempt on 
EgypUart ''^^ trealdent Hosni. 
Mubarak's fife last year, the bomb- 
ings in Paris devdral moaths ago. 




approves $10m 



Ir'kABUL'fAFP) — Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani has approved the allocation of 10 million 
dollars towards buying food tor Kabul residents suf- 
fering under the pressure of. runaway inflation, offi- 
cials said Sunday. . , . ; ./;,.. . 
* The food purchases from other countries and dis- 
tribution^ Qr> local, piarkets in*the Afghan capital 
would help«1he government bring prices under con- 
trol^ ! Rabbani was' quoted by the officials as saying, 
nl 'iPrekidentiia ipoketman Aziz Mutad did not say 
Ward theribod would be bought end how it would 



^^:\Tl\h alldcatlon was part of other measures, m 
eluding the setting up of a special commission to 
'supply'764 tonnes of wheat from government re- 
servea to^Afgiian citizens at f( 6ul)sldlsed rate, to 
lightin the burden of war on the civilian population, 
the spokesman said. • r 

.'.••"Tliubtt iiicaouiwa aiu p<ltt Of iho yOvmuiiieiU'fi* 

programnie aimed at Improving the people's eco- 
r^omiq Jot// Murad said. ■ . ^ : 
: The value of the US dollar against the local 
afghant has nearly doubled over the past six 
months, dwindling the purchasing power of Kabul 
citizens. One US dollar is equal to about 15.000 
afghanis. 

J, Political insiabUlty. factional rule in different 
parjs of .th?, (jountry japd^fj^cq^s^jve iPfjnMng of ban. 



knotes by the government Have drastically hit the 

afghant, experts say. 

According to surveys caiiied out six muuilis ayo, 
about 40 percent of Kabul's 1 .2 million residents 
were unable to meet theii basic needs Of shelter, 
food and water. • / ■ . 

Food sirpplies are sufficient here but prices are so 
high that most people cannot affQrtHo^uy/nough. 
leading to widespreeid maliiiitrition, atJN official 

uovernment employees, wnoee saianes nave a 
celling around 90.000 afghanis (sb^ dollarp) a month, 
are among the worst-hit. ; ' • 

The government is said to be considering raising 
their salaries substantially, but analysts feai such a 
move would lead to further increases in prices. ^ 

"it may be a positive development for the mo- 
ment, but something has to be done to remedy In 
flatlon which Is the root cause of our economic 
plight." said Amir Shah, a worker at a siate^run 

piiiitiiig hviU66. 

Nineteen • years of fighting has twWmi 
Afghanistan's economy and there Is scant liupK fui h 
turnaround with the civil war escalating alter the 
fall of the communist government in 1992. 

Begging has Increased throughout the country 
despite the practise l-)einy leyHiOed a« sbaniefui 

"Many of the faiJiilie^ wim lo.st tlieii bieHil-wiu- 
ners have had to tuiu lo a l)eyying l>uwl lo suivivK.' 
, one K^bul resident said. 



Afghan refugees on the loose! 



Aid cut forcing Afgiian refugees to leave camps 



By Ansar Abbasl 

ISLAMABAD: The (Inwtic slash In 
tl\ft ffirrf^lgn a*xSi5tA»rr. hy intrrriAfioiial 
donors for Afghan refugees In Fak- 
tstan has forced them to leave their 
refuRce camps in lar/'c niunbers In 
search of livelihood. 

According to official sources the 
camp population of the refugees is 
Uepioting a iiownwaru trend at sta- 
tions througlioul the country, llow- 
evcr, the wor^i sKuadon \% recorded 
In the ramps Inrafed in HaloclilstAn 
where almost GO per cent of the 
refugees have left camps. 

'^I'he suspension of foreign aid has 
left no opUon for Uiese refiigees oUier 
than to sliift theiiLselves to tlie near- 

r.fi!f f.i;nnu»ilv. \m\mx fiRr,rp,tifin 

Sl^es,a|\}l )'"tonU?r Heglom WyWon^ 
Miy-Gen (re(d) Sardar Miihiotmiad^ 
admilted while taking U> lite News on 
8ui\day. , 

He said the govenmient, w)\ic}\ Is 
spending lumdit^ds of inilliuns of ni* 



pee^ directly or Indirectly on these 
refugees, cannot Afford to All U^e gap 
of tlie suspended foreign assistance 
hrrausr. of limh/id reaources. 

Sardar Muhammad maintained 
that the refugees who are not living In 
cnmps, are Illegal Immigrants. "A 
refugee loses his 'refugee status* as 
soon as lie leaves his respective 
camp," he said. 

me i:»ecretary sAkkun, However, 
added tliat until tlie Afghan situatioit 
improves no deflnile measure can be 
taken by the governmpnt of Pakistan 
against these illegal immigrants. 

Sources In the government 
believe that the disappearance of 
tlte refugees from their camps 
may create ceriahi problems for Wc- 

ifltfln. f 

UNHCR, which provided more 
5flfionmTfmibil^ 
slstance tO:the^e reftigees over^h^ 
last 15 years, hasliAsUcaUy dit llsre: 
lief operations rince last September 
when the World Fbod Frognumue cut 



down its food supply opervtions alto- 
gether. 

MeaitwhUe, early repatriation of 
these reAjgees to their country alflo 
does not appear to be, in sight in the 
near f^iture. Despite the recent agree- 
ment between the .two main Afghan 
rival leaders — tlurhanuddln Rabbani 
and Gulbadiii Hekmatyar — the pace 
of repatriation does not seam to be 
improving. 

Tlie authorities were expecting 
repatriation of 250^000 refugees dur- 
ing the aurent year, but according to 
the oHidal sources, Mnce the stait of 
the repatriation season almost only 
800 families or 10,000 to IZ,000 
refugees have gone back. 

At present there are almost 1.3 

fnllltnn rf.f Wftril frfiif pfs In Pflk- 

istan. llie pate pf rep atriation has 

bAt ^ years 
ifarnllleiior 
, returned to 
^ January 1995 

. to Apili i960'. 




Pro-Rabbani 
forces claim 

raids in Herat 

KABUL (AFI^) — Forces snp- 
poitiny I'leslUent builiai;uvi(Jiii 
HahlMinl have cairled out 10 guer- 
rilla attacks in tho Taliban held 

fi|)()kasman claimed Sunday. 

A Taliban r>oUce commander 
and an armoured division' com- 
mander In Herat have been killed 
in these raids, the sfx;kt«^Ji)dn shhI 

TJio guoriilla actions are aimed 

at keei>iiuj tlm T»liliMn fuiutss tied 
Uj*^ in the wftsrern rftginn which 
(ill!', l^ilan'klr: mlllMa r^pturftd in 
SGptmbei. he said. 



He 8^ Uie pro Habbani forces^ 
led by general Allauddin Khan. 

YVfirB Yffili smrenM in r«B»>^<x^»^ 

puiyiUKiii dli^lilul Udu-jl uf Uiu Hyiat 
city, from v\/here sneak attacks 
wero laundied. 

Travellers ar living Iicio from the 
region ^Id the pro-Ral3lxini trooi>8 
had madfs several attempts to en- 

Last month, they loat Uielr 
IwsH at Glior in the cential region 
to TdlilJan. 

The Taliban tnilltia. v\/hich 
emerged from Koranic schools In 
November 1994, 1ms gained con- 
trol of most of Afghanistan. 

The turbaned fighters, mostly 
Hthnic Pushluns. hovo hccn bo- 
blt^giny Kabul for more dian eight 
months, with the aim of toppling 
Hubbuiii. They have vowed to en- 
force Islamic law throughout tlie 
country. 



Pakistan decides 
^Jl^to reopert • 
embassy' in Kabiil 

' rtoni QAISER BtJTT ' >• . 
ISLAMABAt) People at Uw 
heUiv of 9M\i have taken tiie i^v 
nal d^dsloii td-terOp<»l PakbUa 

. itiboMl^io^the 
embfttoy will ^sunm lUnctldnlho; 
tb Kabul by the eftd of thie inohtn. 
the Bouicei eakL ;>> ' .' •^Y* • 
It has bfen obaetyed b/ jlie 
t)olJcy-niakBtii tMtithe mm o| 
I>ak e&iM^ 111 the Afgbait cepi- 
tal Kafi caused tetioue i>oUUcat 
loeeestbltlanlBbad. " ! '. 

dbvloualy. *Indla dot i ftee 
hand to Insdoale anU-Pakistan fel^ 
ementi In and oUier linpoi- 
tant places. ' . V 

Besides. It Is alsd felt that the 
low ptoflle diplomatic ties be- 
tween Kabul and Islamabad Was 
not eei vlog aiiy purpose nor It 
could force the Burhantiddlh 
Rabbani regime to oome to 
PaklBtaiis terms. • 

The actual' initiative for the 
restoration of noimel diplomatic 
ties and the leopenbig of Pakistan 
embassy In KSbul was takeri.by a 
few friendly poUtioBl forces. 

Afahan dipfornats also played a 
significant rota ' to . set ^Ide 
Isnmabad^s appmhenslons. A kit* 
mar Afghaii Consul general Who 
WW expelled from Pnhaw^ after, 
being dedared i7effQm.iiQ0 gMta, 
Muharhmad Muso. olod coouibut- 
ed ilghUlcantty to bring Kabul 
and labmebad to aii trndersiand-' 
Ing on the embassy isBUB. 

It Is Worth mentioning , hete 
Uiat Foielgri Minister Sardar Aseff 
Ahmad All has been bitterly op; 
posed to the reopening of the 
Pakistan embassy in Kabul. 



Reconstructioil 
possible if fighting 
ends: Hekmatyar 

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Hizb-e-Islami 
and designate Prime Minister of 
Afghanistan Gulbadin Hekinatyar said 
the reconstruction of the country 
could be possible only if continued 
fighting between groups ends, VOA 
reported. 

In an interview with VOA, the 
Illzb c ldaml chief soid a strong cen- 
tral government is must to start re- 
construction of l\\t ruined 
Afghanistan and ail possible ways of 
peace process to be adopted for 
achieving these c^portuniUes sliorlly 
. Responding to a query regarding 
the policies of U^e new government 
he dM the new internal and external 
policies would be adopted including 
formation of Joint army to maintain 
security of KshiH and other cities. 

When asked about holding the 

made It dear mat the elections would 
be held to form an elected govern- 
ment if^eh peace and security re- 
turns to tlie country. 



Answering to anoUter question re- 
garding joining the Rabbanl govern^ 
nient lie said all out efforts for tlie for- 
mation of a broad based political 
front in the light of negoUaUons with 
Taliban and other different groups 
during last one year were nutds but 
they did not yield any result. 

He called upon the l^liban to 
come forward for Joining peace pro- 
cess saying that all Islamic demands 
made by U^em would be supported 
his group at any cost. 

Responding to another question 
regarding Uie suspension of ids mem* 
bership from Coordination Ck)uncil lie 
said Uie suspension of Hizb-e-Idami's 
membership is notllie decision of the 
Coundl and it might be personal de- 
cision of Stbghatullah Mujaddedi, a 

former presidentof U« couiiUy. 



Forces supporting President 
Burhanuddln Rabbanii meanwhile, 
liaye carried out 18 guerrilla attacks 
in (he lUiban-held western region of 
Herat over the past two months, a 
military spokesman claimed Sunday 

A Mban police commander and 
an armoured division commander in 
Herat have been killed in these raids, 
the spokesman said. 

The guerrilla actions are aimed at 
keeping the Tediban forces tied up in 
Uve we^rn region wliidi Uie blamlc 
militia captured in September, he said 
He sakl the pro*Rabbanl forceSi led by 
general AUauddin Khan, were well en- 
trenched in P&shtoon Bargnoon dis- 
trict east of the Herat dty, firom where 
sneak attacks were launched. 

•Burhanuddin RAbbani has, in an- 
other move^ approved Q)f (ingcfttivn 
of $ 10m towards buying food for 
Kabul residents suffering under the 
pressure of runaway Inflation, offi- 
cials aaid-APP/AFT 



Khalili for broadbased 

govt in Kabul 

From MUAFFAQ ZAIDAN 



BAMYAN 'i'he Chief of 
Hezb-i'Wahdai (Shia group). 
Kazim Khalili. has asserted that, 
the Hesb-l-Islami of Gulbaddin 
Hekrnatyar is an ellGCiive menv 
her of Islamic Cooulination 
Council 

"Agreement of Hezb-i-lslami 
and Jamlat-i-islami is a posuive 
step, but the government in 
Kabul should be broadbased and 
all pailies should be given repi^- 
sentatlon In the governnioni". 
said Khalili rturmg an interview 
vi^ith this scribe here after talks 
with Iranian deputy foreign rnlnis- 
tei, 

"It Is possible that a party to be 
}N\lh the. governmeiU and in the 
oppbsition Wahdat. chief r>osed a 
question saying that opposition 
leaders in meeting In Mazar-e- 
Shaiif decided that Hezb^o Islami 



vyas still a member of the ICCA. 

About hi5i talks with the 
Iranian deputy foreign minister ho 
said'. We want good relations 
with our nyiyljbouiing countries 
Pakistan and Iran, nut we have 
reservation al.)OUi their policies". 

When asked about his rela- 
tions with Taliban, he replied 
'Taliban agreed recently to form 
a commission to probe killing of 
Mazari and killers will be handed 
over to the Islamic court. We 
condemned the killing of Mazari. 
but we have tung bouiers. with 
Taliban and want good relations 
with them. 

About the implementation of 
federal syjr^iem in Afghanistan, he 
said, "we want social justice and 
eradication of injustice and dis- 
crimination under anyname, but 
we opposed the division of the 
country. 



Afghan vaccination 



fac 



Burvau Report 



PESHAWAR: The World Health Or- 
ganisation and Unlcef, the two me^or 
agencies contrlbuUng to the Afghan 
Mass Immunization Campaign are 
facing a shoitf all of US $ 600,000 to 
carryout the vaccination programme 
in Afghanistan. 

A UN progress report on 
Afghanisun Ma^s Immunization 
Campaign (MIC), 1996 said the 
Unlcef has so far mot>iil2ed US$ 2.3 
million out of its total commitment 
of USS 2.6 million to the MIC, while 
WHO has secumi US$ 400,000 out 
of its commitment of US$ 700,000 
causing a shortfall in the budget by 
over half a million dollars to meet 
the financial needs of the campaign 
and urged donors and the UN agen- 



es $ 6QO;oa0 
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- . • 




des to assiist in logistics, provision 
of transportation of supplies and 
staff and also support in the mass 
mobilisation and dissemination of 
health messages beside contributing 
financially to the immunization cam* 
palgn. 

The repoit Informed that national 
level plan has been finalised and all 
regions have also prqwred detailed, 
pkns of action for implementation of 
the campaign and coordination com- 
mittees at national, regional, provin* 
cial and district levels have started 
ftmctioning to review progress. The 
ongoing war and instability in 
Afglianistan continued to limit ac- 
cessibility to over 30pc-40pc of the [ 
eligible population beside inade- 
quate infrastructure due to the de- 
struction of h^dth facilities and ac- 



cess roads, it said. 

It may be mentioned that three 
rotmds of MIC were successful^ im- 
plemented in Afghanistan in Novem- 
ber 1994, April and June 1996, at 
the end vaccinating 2 million chil- 
dren under the age of nve years and 
about 800,000 mothers. The success 
of the MIC encouraged UNICEF and 
WHO together with several NGOs 
agreftd to support the government 
eiloits to implement two rounds of 
another MIC in 1996 which coin- 
cides with the Olympic Games taking 
place in Atlanta from July 19 to Au- 
gust 4. The second MIC round has 
been linked with the Olympics 
through the initiative of Atlanta 
Olympic Aid 1996 (AOA*96) in an ef- 
fort to focus media attention on 
Affihaniirtan. 



Afghan refugees' repatriation 
picking up: UNHCR official 



Buraaii klipbrt 

PESHAWAR: Code Clsse, head of the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Reftigee's sub-office in Reshawar 
said the repatriation of the Afgliai^ 
refiigees had picked up over the time 
and the increasing trend showed the 
willingness of the refugees to return 
to their homeland at the earliest. 

Talking to The News, Cisse dis- 
closed that around 6,427 families 
comprising 47,353 individuals 
crossed over into AfghanlstM\ fiOm 
the NWFP between January 1 and 
June 8, 1 996 which showed an over- 
all increase over the last time and 
hoped that the trend would further 
pick up as the time progi-essen with 
Improvement in Infra-structure and 
the return of normalcy to the war- 
torn Afghanistan. He revealed that 



the UNHCR was conducting a survey 
on Improving infra structure in 
Afghanistan to help encourage the 
repatriation of the Afghan reftigees 
to their homelanrl 

He clarified that repatriation 
could never be forcible and that the 
return of the refugee back home 
could only be voluntary He appreci- 
ated the role of the Pakistan govern- 
ment in looking after the refugees. 

He further clarified Uiat the end 
of the geheicd fuud afittistujice Ui all 
lefugeeti !jintt; 1990 was Justified 
since most of the refugees had 
achieved some level of self-suffi- 
ciency He however, maintained that 
the UNHlyR would continue to pro- 
vide assistance to the vulnerable i>er- 
sons who would continue to receive 
some food assistance under a safety 
net programme. 



Six dead in 
Xabul rocket 
' f^-s^trikes ' ^ 

KABUL (AFP) — Six civilian^. 
liiTlxJdlng iwo children, have b^ft 
Kji)ec| and IB injuied in two pdcK! 
61 atiacks by the Taliban militiAi 
hospital and dQfenca pourcfjs sal^ 
Saturday * 

Three c! the victims died in; 
Btamiy when a Soviet- built lucKoft 
hit a crowded Kabul bus shelieC 
iiear\ ithe . d^^nsdly' )X)pulaied 
Micforyan housiitg estate iatf 
Friday, while two oiheia died lat* 
ei in hoepitdl. doctors said. • 

."About 25 people were stand- 
ing ir) and aibund the eheltei 
when there waa an enormous e^f- 
plosion' right ir\ liont of tSxemZ 
Mohenin^ed Sharif, a fruit saled- 
men' who works noarby told AFU 

"It was terrible because whcfti 
the smoke cleared, I saw t^ie bod' 
les of tv^ young children lying hx 
the gutter with theit heads b\om 
plU yyhlle there were wounded 
i)eople'everywhore.'' he added.' 5- * 
^ A total of 18 people were in' 
iured when the single rockdt 
snuck the besieged Afghan capjjt 
taK including children playing \ti, 
the area, bus passengers and fru[t 
vendors; .doctors and witnessoi 
said, in a sepaiate incident, a 
nian living in a village near the 
frontlines in southern Kabul died 
when his home was struol? by a 
shell later Friday, hospital oouices 
said 

Defence officials here said the 
Taliban, who have dug, in on 
three fronts around Kal)ul. carried 
out the attack iNo independent 
confinnaiion of wlio was lespon- 
sible was immediately available 
here 
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